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shaped by Melanchthon's " School Plan, "which was thoroughly
humanistic in the sense that Erasmus and Luther would
approve; the purpose was chiefly civil and religious, rather
than humanitarian in the broader sense. In content, little dif-
ference, if any, from the old schools can be discovered. Domi-
nantly Latin, a little Greek and less mathematics were added.
Since now these schools were based on a system of vernacular
schools, no attention was here paid to the vernacular.
A more striking change was the organization of these
schools into systems, through the cooperation of the state with
the municipalities. The first distinctly Protestant gymnasium
was that of Magdeburg, founded from the union of the old
parochial schools in 1524. The following year Melanchthon
drew up his plan of a gymnasium for the school of Eisleben,
the birthplace of Luther. In 1528 the electorate of Saxony
established the first general system of such schools. It pro-
vided for the founding of Latin schools on Melanchthon's
plan in all the town! and villages of Saxony. The Duchy of
Wurtemberg followed in 1559 and the other German states
later.
In England these secondary schools have not to this day
been organized into a system. However, they soon passed
tinder the control of the national Church. Even before the
Reformation, Dean Colet, in founding St. Paul's, specified that
the control should be in the hands of married laymen, the
company of mercers. His reply to Erasmus as to the reason
for this was that " there was no absolute certainty in human
affairs; but, for his part, he found less corruption in such a
body of citizens than in any other order or degree of man-
kind.'9 The organization of these schools by Henry VIII and
Edward VI was for the purpose of destroying the monastic
and ecclesiastical control. Each was placed on a separate
foundation, but most of them were so organized that the
masters and fellows, the teaching and the controlling bodiess
mast be from the clergy of the Established Church. Thus